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Presidential debate draws local solidarity
By BISHOP NASH

The Parthenon

The phrase “eyes of the world” carries a
great deal more weight when it’s true, and
certainly the world’s attention was fixed
in a massive sense on the debate between
President Obama and Republican nominee
Mitt Romney on Wednesday night.
Media giants including CNN, FOX and even
YouTube interrupted their schedules to broadcast the debate live to millions of viewers
enthralled with the banter and ideas kicked
back and forth. Of those millions, more than
30 gathered at the Cabell County Democratic
Party headquarters in Huntington to socialize,
cheer and soak in the night’s main event.
“I think it’s important that anywhere
you go, you have supporters,” said Patrick
Hensley, field director for the West Virginia
Democratic Party, “It’s important for those
supporters feel that they have people behind them as well.”
Inside of the party’s Fourth Avenue office,
signs bearing the names of Rahall, Tomblin and Obama donned the walls as well as
portraits featuring the president, governor,
and West Virginia’s Democrat congressional

members. Local supporters met around
pizza, baked goods and coffee as they watched
and discussed the debate as it happened.
“I believe Democrats are a lot more excited to vote this year than Republicans,
and I think it’s starting to show,” Hensley
said, “I think Democrats are just more excited about their candidate.”
Issues ranging from health care to the national debt and everything in-between were
hit during the nearly two-hour primetime
showdown, and a relative civility between
the two was noted.
“There hasn’t been any low blow so far,
so I’m very satisfied with the tone of the debate,” Hensley said early in the debate, “It’s
been very civil.”

See SOLIDARITY | Page 5

Local Democrats gather at the Cabell County
Democratic Party headquarters on Wednesday in
Huntington. Supporters of all ages gathered to show
their support for President Obama during the first
round of the 2012 Presidential Debate.
BISHOP NASH | THE PARTHENON

Car bombs
kill dozens
in Aleppo
By PATRICK J. MCDONNELL

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
BEIRUT - A series of car
bombs exploded in the embattled Syrian city of Aleppo
early Wednesday, killing
more than two dozen people, injuring many more and
causing massive damage.
Three suicide car bombers struck Saadallah al Jabri
Square, the city’s largest
plaza and once the site of
massive pro-government rallies, the official Syrian Arab
News Agency said. The news
service put the death toll at
31, though other reports indicated that 40 or more were
killed.
Later, Turkey said it responded with artillery fire
into Syria after the Turkish
border town of Akcakale was
shelled, killing five people.
A statement from the office
of Turkish Prime Minister
Recep Tayyip Erdogan reportedly said the Turkish
artillery had fired “on points
in Syria that were detected
with radar, in line with the
rules of engagement.”
There was no immediate
response from Syria.

See BOMBS | Page 5
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MU students crush ‘Tulsa’ at car bash event
By TESSA WOOTEN

THE PARTHENON
Instead of letting the football players do all the work,
Marshall students got a chance to beat Tulsa to a pulp
Wednesday on Buskirk Field.
Marshall’s radio station WMUL-FM hosted its 11th
annual car bash from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in celebration of
homecoming week.
The car was spray painted royal blue, crimson and old
gold – Tulsa’s team colors. Students paid $1 for two minutes of car destroying time.
Students could keep any piece that came off the car.
Caitie Smith, promotions director for WMUL-FM, organized the event.
Smith said it was a good chance for students to relieve
stress against Tulsa, but also from school.
“It’s a good way for students to take out their frustration
during homecoming week and also because midterms are
coming up. Who doesn’t want to go beat up a car?” Smith
said.
James Shackleton said he really enjoyed beating up
the car and was very enthusiastic to do so because Tulsa
wasn’t the only school he was destroying in his mind.

See CAR BASH | Page 5

PHOTOS BY TESSA WOOTEN AND TYLER KES

TOP, BOTTOM: Students bash “Tusla” during a car bashing event for Marshall University’s Homecoming Week
on Wednesday.
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POLICE BLOTTER
The following was compiled from Marshall
University Police Department reports.
By BISHOP NASH
THE PARTHENON

INTOXICATED MALE ATTEMPTS TO FLEE MUPD
According to Marshall police reports, on Sept. 30 at
3:23 a.m., police came upon an unknown male with
lacerations on his face unconscious on College Avenue
behind Towers West. According to the report, the 19year old student appeared intoxicated and stated he had
been in several fights downtown. The student was handcuffed on the ground until medical help arrived, but
began swearing loudly and became uncooperative. After
attempting to flee, the man was caught by police, after
which he was transported to Western Regional Jail. He
is charged with underage consumption, public intoxication, disorderly conduct, fleeing and obstruction.

BIKE ABDUCTOR(S) STRIKE AGAIN
MUPD received a report on Sept. 27 that a student’s
bike had been stolen from in front of Prichard Hall. The
incident occurred between Sept. 21 and Sept. 25 when
the victim’s pink, floral bike was taken from the bike
rack. There are currently no suspects and information
regarding the case can be given to MUPD.

PHOTOS BY SUZANN AL-QAWASMI | THE PARTHENON

ABOVE: Adam Shaver and Morgan Neiheisel are learning to use micropipettes, which
are commonly used in molecular biology experiments to transfer small quantities of
liquids. RIGHT: The test tubes containing the students’ DNA samples were put on ice
for a few minutes. Students put numbers instead of their names on the tubes in order
for the DNA samples to remain anonymous.

PARKING WARS

Honors seminar incorporates lab
experimentation, analyzes DNA
By SUZANN AL-QAWASMI

THE PARTHENON
While all honors seminars aim to
provide students with an array of challenges, one seminar is taking learning
to a whole new level by having students
analyze their own genomic DNA.
Students in the Genetics and Learning honors seminar isolated their DNA
to see whether they carried a specific
variant of the ACTN3 gene, which has
been linked to athletic ability. Wendy
Trzyna, microbiologist in the Department of Biological Sciences at Marshall
University and co-instructor of the seminar, said studies on Olympic sprinters
have shown that athletes are typically
homozygous for the particular variant
of ACTN3.
“We’re letting students look to see
whether they are heterozygous, homozygous or lacking entirely of that variant
of the ACTN3 gene,” Trzyna said. “If
you are homozygous for a particular
variant of ACTN3, studies have shown
that it relates to explosive athletic
ability.”

This is the second time Trzyna and
James Sottile, educational psychology
professors in the College of Education
at Marshall, have taught the seminar,
but it is the first time they included a lab
with the course. Trzyna said this is the
first time professors have experimented
with adding a lab to an honors seminar.
“We wanted to include the lab because
we wanted to give students something
different,” Trzyna said. “We thought it
would be beneficial for students to be
able to participate in an experiment
that demonstrates some of the topics
we have covered in class.”
The seminar focuses on both sides
of the nature versus nurture debate.
Trzyna said they have been discussing which traits and characteristics are
more influenced by genetics and which
are more the result of environmental
influences.
Trzyna said about half the class consists of non-science majors, so this was
the first time in a lab for many of the
students. She said including the lab in
the seminar required some of those

students to take a step outside their
comfort zone.
“To bring non-science majors in and
allow them to participate in real world
science with cutting-edge technology
is a very valuable experience,” Trzyna
said. “That is a really important part of
what we are trying to give them as an
experience in an honors seminar.”
Yasmine Zeid, senior biochemistry
major from Huntington said it was a
new experience even for her.
“I have taken many lab classes during
my time at Marshall, but I have never
done something quite like this,” Zeid
said. “I think the hands-on experiment
really helped students gain a better understanding of how genetics can affect
traits and characteristics.”
Trzyna said she thinks students
learned from and responded well to the
lab portion of the course. She said she
and Sottile plan to include a lab again
if they teach the honors seminar in the
future.
Suzann Al-Qawasmi can be contacted at alqawasmi2@marshall.edu.

Obama, Romney clash over economy in debate
By DAVID LIGHTMAN and ANITA KUMAR

MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS VIA MCT
DENVER - With the presidency hanging in the balance, President Barack
Obama and Republican challenger Mitt
Romney clashed sharply Wednesday
in their first debate, trying to convince
voters they’re uniquely qualified to
lead the country to full recovery from
the worst economic downturn since the
1930s.
The economy and domestic issues were the focus of the 90-minute
showdown between the presidential
candidates, the first of three nationally
televised face-offs with an audience expected to total in the tens of millions.
They met at the University of Denver
at a time when the country remained
closely divided between the two and
millions of Americans are looking for
the best path to restore jobs and paychecks. Jim Lehrer of PBS moderated
the debate.
“We’ve begun to fight our way back,”
Obama said at the outset, arguing that
his policies are turning the economy
around. “We’ve still got a lot of work to
do.”
Romney countered by noting his
encounters with people who have approached him in recent days asking
for help finding work for themselves or
their families. “We can help, but it’s going to take a different path,” Romney
said. “The path that we’re on has been

MCT DIRECT

Video Only salesperson Mark MacCoby, of Fremont, California watches the presidential debate
on a wall of plasma televisions at the store in Dublin, California, on Wednesday. It was the first
of three presidential debates and one vice presidential debate held in October.
unsuccessful. Trickle down government will not work.”
The debate opened with a personal
moment, Obama noting it was his
20th wedding anniversary and he’s
the “luckiest man on Earth.” Then he
launched into a recitation of what he
called progress on the economy.
“Governor Romney has a perspective
that says if we cut taxes skewed toward

the wealthy and cut regulations, we’ll
be better off. I have a different view,”
he said. He would stress education and
training, and reduce the federal deficit in a “balanced way.” He called for
a “new economic patriotism” that says
“America does best when the middle
class does best.”

See DEBATE | Page 5
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A victim reported to MUPD that her car had been
struck on the fourth floor of the Third Avenue parking garage on Sept. 25 between 8 a.m. and 1 p.m. Police
observed damage to the passenger side front bumper,
fender and rim. Review of surveillance video did not reveal a suspect vehicle and inspection of the car parked
next to it did not match damage to the victim’s vehicle.

College ‘shopping sheet’ aims
to make comparing costs easier
By RENEE SCHOOF

MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS VIA
MCT
WASHINGTON - When
excited students tear into
college acceptance packets next spring, many will
find something new inside:
information that tries to
make it easier to understand the costs.
The federal government
and more than 300 colleges
and universities want to
make sure students “know
before they owe” what
could be bills for thousands
of dollars awaiting them
down the road.
That’s what Richard Cordray, the director of the
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, said this
summer when his office
introduced its college costs
“shopping sheet.”
“Students need to know
how much their loans are ultimately going to cost, when
all the interest and fees and
other costs are factored into
the equation,” he said.
The push by Cordray’s
agency and the Department
of Education for clearer college-cost information comes
as tuition and student debt
have been rising and household income has been falling.
With 7,000 schools across
the country using different
forms to show costs, scholarships and loans, it can be
hard to compare.
It’s also all too easy for
many high-school students
to glide over what loan repayments could mean later.
The default rate might be
evidence of that. In the past
three years, it’s climbed to
13.4 percent.
Student loans are in default when a borrower with
a monthly payment is delinquent for 270 days. The
consequences are serious,
and can include garnisheed
wages, collection agency
costs and many years of a
bad credit rating.
“Too
often,
students
are left without a clear

explanation of what the
costs mean or how they
compare to other colleges
they are considering, and
as a result, many students
leave college with debt that
they didn’t fully understand
at the time they entered
school,” Education Secretary Arne Duncan said last
week in a blog post.
Duncan wrote to all the
nation’s college and university presidents in July, asking
them to use the college shopping sheet. Two months
later, 316 schools representing 10 percent of the nation’s
undergraduates agreed to do
so.
They include the University
of North Carolina-Chapel
Hill, the University of Texas
system and the University of
Phoenix online schools.
Lynda George, the director of student financial
aid at the University of
Kentucky, said clearer information would be better for
students and families, and
better public relations for
the university.
“We hope that the more
they are aware of what
they’re borrowing, they’ll
think about how to pay it
back later,” she said. “But I
don’t know that telling them
upfront is going to impact
whether or not they default
in the end.”
The form’s “know before you owe” benefits are
limited. It doesn’t give a customized estimate. Instead,
it shows median borrowing
_ how much a typical student at the school borrows
for an undergraduate education and the approximate
monthly payments over 10
years.
Students generally don’t
pay back loans while
they’re in school, but start
six months after graduating
or after they cut back credits to less than half time.
The size of repayments depends on the amount the
student has borrowed and
interest rates.
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Herd back to
C-USA play
By WILL VANCE

Sun sets on Sam Hood Field
By LAKE MOREHOUSE

THE PARTHENON
On an evening of an illuminated
Huntington sky, Sam Hood Field closed
the book to the end of an era.
The “Hood,” as known by many,
hosted its first match in 1996. Since the
opening, it has undergone several improvements from new stadium lighting
to new scoreboards. The 1,500-seat facility has seen numerous seasons of
Marshall University soccer.
The Marshall men’s soccer team had
the honor to play the last ever game at
Sam Hood Field on Wednesday.
The Herd dominated Asbury University, besting the Eagles 7-0.
Freshman midfielder Jesus Mafouta
led the Thundering Herd with two
goals, one coming in the 66th minute

and his second in the 82nd minute.
Marshall Head Coach Bob Gray said
he was pleased to leave The Hood with
one final Marshall win.
“It was a good way to end a huge
era,” Gray said. “I was here the day we
broke ground and now we’re looking
forward to our new facility.”
The Thundering Herd has only played
one true home game this season.
Coach Gray said he is proud of his
team’s ability to adjust to constant play
away from home.
“We’ve been road warriors,” Gray
said. “ I kid people, I think I’ve slept in
more motels than I’ve slept in my own
bed. It was a huge morale boost for us
to play here tonight.”
To add to a night of milestones, senior goalkeeper Daniel Withrow tied

the Marshall single-season record for
shutouts with 7.5.
The Rochester Hills, Mich. native said
the Herd’s fast start is no coincidence.
“We’re coming out here and we’re
competing,” Withrow said. “We try
to concentrate on one game at a time.
We’re going to be a team that’s going to
grind it out and be physical.”
Senior forward Tom Jackson put in a
goal in the 37th minute to lift the Herd
to a 3-0 advantage.
Jackson said he is pleased with the
attributes the team possesses.
“We have an experienced bunch and
(had) a fantastic freshmen class come
in,” Jackson said. “We all just get along
so well.”
Jackson, who has played his entire
collegiate career at Sam Hood Field,
said he was happy to finish out its
legacy.
“It really is a great feeling being back
here,” Jackson said. “I’ve loved this
field and I’ve had many great memories here. To come back and play just
one more game is amazing.”
Marshall hits the road Saturday for
its final non-conference match of the
season to take on the University of
Evansville. First kick is set for 7 p.m.
Lake Morehouse can be contacted at
morehouse1@marshall.edu.

LEFT: The Marshall men’s soccer teams hudles up
following a 7-0 victory over Asbury during the final game
at Sam Hood Field on Wednesday night.
RIGHT: Senior forward Tom Jackson celebrates his
first half goal in a 7-0 Herd win over the Eagles on
Wednesday night.
BRANDON HATTON | THE PARTHENON

Kerns putts home another award
By JAMES COLLIER

THE PARTHENON
When an athlete finds their
grove, it is not uncommon
for them to fill their trophy
cases with awards for their
performances.
If Marshall senior golf
member Nathan Kerns stays
in his grove, he will need a
carpenter to expand his trophy case.
Kerns was named Conference USA Golfer of the
Week, an award the senior is
very familiar with.
Kerns won the award after

a second place finish at the
Marshall Invitation to begin
the season.
Kerns finished second last
week at the Cobra-PUMA
Invitational in Ft. Myers, Fla. at Miromar Lakes
Golf Course. He was won
the award 3 times while at
Marshall.
“This award is awesome,”
Kerns said. “Anytime you
can get an honor in your conference is pretty sweet.”
Kerns had a one shot lead
going into the final round
after tying his career low

round of 67 in the second
round.
Kerns’ 67 was the low
round of the tournament until eventual winner Edward
Figueroa shot an 8-under par
round of 64 to win the event.
“I felt like I did everything
I could in Florida,” Kerns
said. “I had my game going
all three rounds, I was just
beat by a better kid on that
day.”
Kerns continues his hot
streak that began this summer after he won the Ohio
Amateur Championship, a
title previously won by future members of the PGA,
Arnold Palmer, Ben Curtis,
and John Cook.
Palmer
most
notably claimed seven major

Senior golfer Nathan Kerns racked
up another C-USA Golfer of the
Week honor, his second of the
year, after a second place finish at
the Cobra-PUMA Invitational in Ft.
Myers, Fla.
HERDZONE
page designed and edited by ADAM ROGERS | rogers112@marshall.edu

championships including the
Masters four times.
Grobe considers Kerns as
the leader of this team and
says the team rallies around
him.
“When Nathan gets his
game going, you see the
other guys try to elevate
their game,” Grobe said.
Kerns is the lone senior of
the team and Grobe understands the value of Kerns
with this team.
“Nathan is going to be
impossible to replace next
year,” Grobe said. “You
don’t get a Nathan Kerns on
your team every day and I
was very lucky that former
Coach Joe Feaganes had him
here for me.”
Kern’s play reasserts his
leadership role of the team.
The Ironton, Ohio native
currently leads the Marshall
men’s golf team in lowest
average (70), least amount
of strokes (630), and lowest
round of the season (67).
James Collier can be
reached at collier41@marshall.edu.

THE PARTHENON
With the Purdue game in
the books, Marshall football can now turn it’s full
attention to Conference
USA play. The Herd’s remaining seven games are
against conference foes
as it tries to compete for
its first C-USA football
championship becoming
a member of the league in
2005.
Marshall players know
the importance of conference play. “It’s always a
big game when you’ve got
a conference game” senior
safety Dominick LeGrande
said.
The Herd has already
dipped a toe into the CUSA waters, defeating the
Rice Owl’s 54-51 in doubleovertime. If the 1,240 yards
of combined total offense
is a sign of things to come
,the Herd defense needs
to improve upon a 115th
ranked defense and the offense needs to continue to
pile on points to succeed in
Conference USA.
“Getting prepared for
this is really important because its conference play
and we want to win a conference
championship”
freshman punter Tyler
Williams said.
The Tulsa Golden Hurricane will be a measuring
stick for the Herd after
being blown out in Oklahoma last season 59-17.
The Golden Hurricane no
longer has prolific quarterback G.J. Kinne, but
Nebraska transfer Cody
Green has shown talent
at quarterback and the
running attack returns
Ja’Terian Douglas, who
was responsible for 194 the
Golden Hurricane’s 380
rushing yards last season.
Following a bye week,
the Herd will head to
Hattiesburg, Miss., to
challenge Southern Miss
on Oct. 20. The Herd upset the Golden Eagles last
season in Marshall’s home
opener 26-20 with strong
defense and special teams,
handing them one of only
two losses on the season.
This season, however, the
Golden Eagles have yet to
win a game.
The following week
,the Herd will start a twogame home stand against
the University of Central
Florida on Oct. 27, in Orlando, Fla. Last season
the Knights topped the
Herd 16-6 in a rain-soaked
Bright House Networks
Stadium. The Herd has

not had success against
the Knights, dropping all
eight matchups since both
teams joined C-USA in
2005. This is potentially
the last meeting between
these two teams, as the
Knights will join the Big
East conference in 2013
along
with
Memphis,
Houston and Southern
Methodist.
The Herd will continue
the home stand Nov. 3
against
the
Memphis
Tigers. The Tigers are perennial basement-dwellers
in C-USA and continue to
be this season with a 0-4
record thus far in the season. The Herd managed a
one-point win last season
in Memphis.
The Herd will hit the
road again, this time traveling to Birmingham, Ala.
to play the UAB Blazers on
Nov. 10. The Blazers are
the third team in the CUSA East Division to start
their season 0-4, however
two of those losses came
to powerhouse schools,
Ohio St. and South Carolina. The Herd stomped
the Blazers last season
59-14 in Joan C. Edwards
Stadium. With the Blazers early struggles and the
Herd’s potent offense, the
result should be similar
this season.
The Houston Cougars
will travel to Huntington on Nov. 17 to take on
the Herd in its final home
contest. Last season Case
Keenum picked apart the
Herd secondary for 376
yards and six touchdowns,
giving him the NCAA
record for career total offense in the process. The
post-Keenum era, however, has not been kind
to the Cougars, who lost
three straight games to
start the season before defeating Rice last weekend.
The Herd will play
its final regular season
gameof 2012 against the
East Carolina Pirates on
Nov. 23. This game will be
a rematch of last seasons
regular season finale for
both schools which featured overtime and Aaron
Dobson’s
now-famous
behind-the-back catch in
the end zone. The Herd
entered the 2011 game
against the Pirates with a
losing record and needed
the win to gain bowl eligibility. It is possible that
could be the case this season as well.
Will Vance can be contacted
at
vance162@
marshall.edu
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THE FIRST
AMENDMENT

Visit marshallparthenon.com to share your opinion.

DIGITAL EDITOR

The Constitution of the
United States of America

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.

Editorial

In the spirit of the debate– let’s get a bit political
President Obama does not have a war against coal.
Seriously – if you honestly believe the leader of our nation
wakes up in the morning with “destroy coal jobs” on his todo list then you have problems.
Obama wants clean coal and clean energy. He supports
worker’s safety and energy plans designed to improve the
world we live in and the air we breathe.
Do you like breathing? Thought so.
Yet it is amazing you can turn on your radio and hear idiotic
promos about how Obama hates you, coal and West Virginia.
Coal jobs are important in West Virginia, and other states in
Appalachia, which seems to cause many people here to go
up in arms anytime it is even mentioned in the media. This
makes sense, within reason that is. The defense against this
fake attack comes from those who obviously are so scared,
ignorant or in some cases just hateful and stupid (or a combination of them all) they lose all credibility.

These extreme thought processes typically come from the
same idiots that spout out they are “pro-life,” implying those
who are “pro-choice” somehow hate life … really?
The people who are so quick to spout lies, point fingers and
claim people are bad to an extreme are the ones living on the
edges. They are the ones who have gone so far from the middle ground they look back at those who actually care about
something, and use intelligent thought and methodology to
achieve their goals.
Do research, learn what is actually going on and learn who
your real enemies are please – because maybe, just maybe,
Obama does not Do research, learn what is actually going on
and learn who your real enemies are please – because maybe,
just maybe, Obama does not harbor some deep abhorrence
for coal and has a personal vendetta against West Virginians.
That sounds crazy to even say as a joke – how does anyone
actually believe it?

Column

Increasing college degrees
by broadening access to A.P.
By GREGG FLEISHER

(MCT)
In the 2010-2011 school year, approximately 903,630
U.S. public school graduates took at least one Advanced
Placement exam and 540,619 achieved a passing score, according the College Board. That is a huge achievement: a
rise of 34 percent from five years ago in the number of
students passing, and a 40 percent increase in the same
period for the number of students taking the exam. These
gains are an important step for students preparing for the
rigors of college-level courses.
But those students who took the exam represent just under a third of the more than 3 million high school seniors in
the United States. We know that students taking and passing A.P. exams matriculate at higher rates and perform
better in college than their peers, as shown by a 2007 College Board study by Rick Morgan and John Klaric. That’s
why, if we’re serious about closing the much-talked-about
skills gap in the United States, and improving opportunities for our students, it’s crucial that we enroll more
students in rigorous programs such as the A.P. and give
them the tools to do well.
A.P. classes do more than teach integrals or “The Canterbury Tales.” By challenging and empowering high
school students to successfully complete college-level
coursework, A.P. classes dramatically increase students’
college readiness, according to a study by the National
Center for Educational Accountability. Students earning a
three or higher on A.P. exams are three times more likely
to earn a college degree than students who do not pass,
and African-American and Hispanic students who pass an
A.P. exam are four times more likely to earn a college degree than those who do not pass, according to the study.
More broadly, A.P. classes help students realize their potential as scholars and problem solvers. The experience
of tackling a seemingly insurmountable goal — mastering
college-level content knowledge in less than a year — and
ultimately triumphing is a powerful one for students of all
backgrounds, and most especially those African-American
and Hispanic students who are traditionally underrepresented in A.P. classrooms.
When students take A.P. classes and pass the A.P. exam,
it proves they have the potential to excel in college and
beyond. When all students are given the opportunity to
participate — and the incentive to succeed — in the most
challenging high school courses, they’re more prepared to
succeed at the college level.
At the National Math and Science Initiative, a nonprofit
that supports efforts to bolster math and science education in the United States, we have an A.P. program, active
in 462 schools in nine states, that encourages all students
— not just “honors” students — to try their hand at A.P.
classes and see what they can do if they put their minds
to it. We want students to study challenging topics in high
school classrooms before facing them in college lecture
halls.
To achieve the best possible results in getting more
students to pass, we try to remove barriers that hinder schools’ and teachers’ best efforts. For example, we
provide professional development for teachers in the
summers and during the school year that schools can’t
often afford.

Column

What if we’re wrong on Iran?
By ROGER Z. GEORGE

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
As the U.S. contemplates
whether to attack Iran’s nuclear facilities, intelligence
community leaders should
be asking themselves a question: What if we’re wrong?
That
question
wasn’t
asked — or at least wasn’t
answered — in the run-up
to the 2003 Iraq war, with
devastating consequences.
Before giving up on containment or deterrence polices
and undertaking a “preventive war” against a nation
that has not attacked the
United States, we should be
as certain as possible of the
evidence.
Iran today presents an
even murkier intelligence
picture than Iraq did in 2003.
We have not had a diplomatic
presence there since 1979
and have had to rely on intelligence collected through
technology,
international
inspectors and foreign intelligence relationships. In the
absence of solid intelligence,
the intelligence community
has had to fall back on its
own assumptions or mindsets regarding Iran’s nuclear
program and make educated
guesses about how its government would probably
operate its programs. Our
assessments of Iran’s military capabilities have had
to rely in part on our understanding of how American
weapon developers conduct

tests and develop weapons.
Such analytic assumptions
have and can again lead to
incorrect conclusions.
So what can be done to
avert another military strike
based
on
devastatingly
wrong
intelligence
estimates? How can we avoid
terrible mistakes, followed
by commission investigations and finger-pointing?
First, we must set extremely high standards for
evidence. Intelligence professionals must challenge
themselves to look at their
forecasts skeptically, asking
whether
underlying
assumptions about Iranian
behavior and technical talent
are well founded. Policymakers should encourage this
kind of critical thinking and
be attentive to signs of faulty
logic or flawed intelligence.
Second, the U.S. must not
over-rely on information
gathered and supplied by
foreign governments. Such
intelligence can be useful,
but it is often provided as
much to influence action by
American policymakers as
to provide unbiased and accurate information. Much of
the foreign intelligence used
to analyze Iraq’s supposed
development of weapons
of mass destruction, for
example, was self-serving,
biased or flat-out fabricated.
The U.S. is almost certainly
the target for influence operations designed to shape
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American perceptions of the
Iranian nuclear program. We
should be especially wary
of reporting that fits what
we are expecting to see and
challenge that reporting
vigorously.
Third, U.S. intelligence
personnel should be kept
at arm’s length from policy
discussions,
particularly
those involving military options. Being too close to the
decisions made by the Bush
administration more than
likely contributed to thenCIA Director George Tenet’s
assertion that the U.S. had
“slam-dunk” evidence that
Saddam Hussein was actively developing weapons
of mass destruction. Senior
intelligence officials are not
immune from wanting to be
team players, and if a policy
team is looking for information to support a desired
action, this can skew an intelligence agency’s views
on the information it has
gathered. James R. Clapper,
the U.S. director of national
intelligence, would be well
advised to run all intelligence about Iran’s nuclear
weapons program through
a rigorous “red-teaming”
exercise, involving outside
experts who have no ax to
grind or connections to the
current administration or its
policies.
Fourth, the intelligence
community should never be
called on to make the case for

intervention, as was the situation in 2003, when so-called
white papers on Iraq’s WMD
program were fashioned by
the intelligence community
to support Bush administration policies. Such reports
are not rigorous intelligence
assessments but rather advocacy pieces devoid of the
important qualifiers that
coordinated intelligence reports should carry.
Finally, the intelligence
community should immediately, if it has not already
done so, prepare candid
assessments of the effect
military strikes against
Iran’s nuclear facilities could
have on both Iranian politics and regional stability.
In 2003, such assessments
proved to be prescient, but
they were completed only
after the decision had been
made to invade Iraq. Consequently, they had virtually no
impact on decision-makers,
who had convinced themselves that Iraqis would greet
us as liberators and quickly
restore the functioning of
their society and economy.
Needless to say, the decision to attack another
Islamic state would carry
consequences far beyond
reducing Iran’s military potential, and the intelligence
community needs to analyze
those consequences concurrently with its analysis of
intelligence regarding Iran’s
nuclear intentions.
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Meet the candidates: Steve Williams
THE PARTHENON
With more than 20 years
in the financial services
sector Steve Williams (D.)
said problem solving comes
natural.
“Looking at what our problems are,” Williams said.
“We need someone with experience and qualifications.”
Williams is on the Democrat ticket, running against
incumbent Kim Wolfe (R.)
for mayor in the general
election.
As for why he should be
elected, Williams touts his
experience in business and
running city government. In
the 1980’s Williams served
as the city’s director of economic development and as
city manager. Williams represented Cabell and Wayne
Counties in the West Virginia House of Delegates.
He also has been on Huntington City Council since

WILLIAMS
2009 representing the city at
large.
“I’ve been able to develop
a strong voice at council,”
Williams said. “My voice
will be much louder if I were
mayor.”
Huntington has faced a $4
million dollar deficit.
Williams said when it
comes to problem solving,
he’s the man Huntington
would want in office.

Solidarity

Continued from Page 1
Supporters of all ages gathered
at the party headquarters to watch
the live debate with Marshall students included in the mix. Senior
history major Ryan Hatfield of
Barboursville, W. Va. was present
and enthusiastic about what the
debate had to offer.
“There are two very different
choices right now for the presidency, and if you just go out
and read the facts, you should
be able to able to formulate a
pretty educated opinion on your
own,” Hatfield said, “That’s
just important as a citizen.”
Hatfield also pointed out
several issues that would be
discussed during the night and
throughout the campaign that
would specifically affect the
college-age generation.
“As a college student, we
worry about things like interest rates on student loans, grant
eligibilities and being able to be
on your parents’ health care,”
Hatfield said, “Tonight’s a very
important debate.”
Obama and Romney will meet
again Oct. 16 at Hofstra University in Hamstead, New York to
pitch their ideals regarding foreign and domestic policy in a
town hall meeting format.
Bishop Nash can be contacted
at nash24@marshall.edu.

“Increasing taxes isn’t
the way to solve our problems,” Williams said. “My
experience in business has
taught me that you manage
something in a way where
it’s fiscally run and fiscally
sound.”
Wolfe is running on the
platform of a “safe and
clean” city. Huntington has
seen improvements in the
crime rate.
Recently the
Federal Bureau of Investigation claimed the city’s crime
rate for the past three years
is at its lowest point since
1985. The dip in crime has
occurred while Wolfe has
been in office. Williams has
given the credit to the Huntington Police Department
and said there is more work
to be done.
“I expect us to be great,”
Williams said. “Safe and
clean is nice but it doesn’t
quantify the level that we

need to be competing on the
world scale.”
Williams said his experience
in the West Virginia Legislature also sets him apart from
his opponent. He said it’s important that Huntington has a
voice at the capitol.
“I was in the legislature,”
Williams said. “I have
contacts there and that’s
important.”
With the qualifications,
Williams said he plans to
scrutinize the details that set
Huntington apart from other
cities.
“We have made progress,”
Williams said. “We haven’t
nearly made the stride that
we need to compete against
other cities.”
Next Thursday, The Parthenon will profile Republican
candidate Kim Wolfe.
The Parthenon can be
contacted at Parthenon@
marshall.edu.

11 indicted in plan to send
U.S. technologies to Russia
By MOLLY HENNESSY-FISKE
and RICHARD SERRANO

TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU (MCT)
HOUSTON - Eleven alleged members of
a clandestine procurement network were indicted in connection with what prosecutors
say was a $50 million conspiracy designed
“to steal American technologies for the Russian government.”
The grand jury indictment was unsealed
Wednesday in federal court in Brooklyn,
N.Y., but many of the defendants were
arrested in Texas. One, Alexander Posobilov, appeared before a U.S. magistrate in
Houston as prosecutors began seeking
defendants’ transfer to Brooklyn for trial.
Federal prosecutors identified the ringleader as Alexander Fishenko, 46, owner of
U.S. and Russian companies who immigrated
to this country in 1994 and became a U.S.
citizen nine years later. As an unregistered
agent acting “on behalf of the Russian government,” he allegedly oversaw shipments
to Russia of radar and surveillance systems,
weapons guidance systems and detonation
triggers.
“These microelectronics had applications in a wide range of military systems,
including radar and surveillance systems, weapons targeting systems and
detonation triggers,” the indictment says.
Prosecutors say the equipment wound
up with Russia’s domestic intelligence
agency, the Federal Security Service.
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Much of the equipment is unavailable in
Russia, and it is illegal to ship it out of this
country. The crime can draw more than 20
years in prison.
“The defendants spun an elaborate
web of lies to evade the laws that protect
our national security,” said U.S. Attorney
Loretta E. Lynch in Brooklyn. “The defendants tried to take advantage of America’s
free markets to steal American technologies for the Russian government.”
The indictment said Fishenko ran Arc
Electronics Inc. in Houston that sent the
equipment to Russia. There was “a striking
similarity” between Arc’s gross revenues
and Russia’s defense spending over the last
several years, prosecutors said.
Arc often gave false information to obtain
the equipment from U.S. manufacturers and
suppliers, the indictment said, and claimed
that it “merely manufactured benign products such as traffic lights.”
In other instances, the defendants allegedly labeled some equipment as material
for “fishing boats” rather than “anti-submarine” devices.
Prosecutors told Houston Magistrate
George C. Hanks that three defendants
- Fishenko, Posobilov and Viktoria Klebanova - should be held without bond.
They said they had recovered hundreds
of Fishenko emails that “constitute
devastating evidence” of his work for
Russia.

Debate

Continued from Page 2
Romney joked that the
debate was clearly the most
romantic place Obama
could be on his anniversary. Then he got serious.
He said Obama’s policies
haven’t worked. Romney described his five-part plan,
including a path to a balanced federal budget, getting
tougher with China and being
friendlier to small business.
“I know what it takes to
get small business growing
again,” he said. Obama,
Romney charged, has a
view that emphasizes taxing more, regulating more
and growing government.
“I’ll restore the vitality that
gets American working
again,” Romney said.
Romney called Obama’s
approach “trickle-down government.” Obama, asked to
respond, suggested corporate
tax rates should go down, but
he also wants to close loopholes for companies shipping
jobs overseas. On energy,
Obama said, he and Romney
agree domestic energy production needs to be boosted.
But Obama also wants to promote “energy sources of the
future,” like wind and biofuels.
Romney said Obama had
exaggerated the tax cut he

Car Bash

Continued from Page 1
“It felt pretty good,”
Shackleton said. “I got
some frustration and a little
bit of anger out. I thought
about WVU for a minute
there too.”
Shackleton paid multiple
times in hopes of getting
the door off the car to keep
and enlisted friends to help.
Shackleton said their
strategy was to add direct
damage to the hinges.
When signaled to go and
start his two minutes, his
third time beating the car,
Shackleton said he made an
extreme decision.
“I’m going to drop kick
the car,” Shackleton said.
The remainder of the car
is moved to a trailer where
it will be pulled as part of
the Homecoming parade
Saturday at 11:30 a.m.
Smith said it’s funny
to see people’s reaction
at the busted car in the

proposes. “The people who
are having a hard time right
now are middle-income
Americans,” Romney said,
adding middle-income people are being “buried,” a
phrase used by Vice President
Joe Biden this week. Romney
was not precise about how
Obama was exaggerating.
“I’m not looking to cut
massive taxes,” he said,
and pledged “no tax cut
that adds to the deficit,”
though he would not provide specifics. Romney
would retain Bush-era tax
cuts and slice income tax
rates 20 percent across the
board. Obama would retain the Bush rates only for
families earning less than
$250,000 and individuals
making less than $200,000.
The candidates will debate
again Oct. 16 in Hempstead,
N.Y., and on Oct. 22 in Boca
Raton, Fla. Biden will debate
Republican nominee Rep.
Paul Ryan of Wisconsin on
Oct. 11 in Danville, Ky.
Heading into the debate,
the race boiled down to a
series of charges and countercharges backed by waves
of negative TV ads seen in
swing states (only about 10
states are really seen as up
for grabs).
Voting already has begun
in 35 states.

enemy team’s colors.
Kelly’s Radiator Service
in Oil Springs, Ky. supplies
the car to WMUL each year
for free. Eddie Williams, a
business major at Marshall,
is in charge of getting the
car for WMUL. Williams
and members of WMULFM spray-painted the car at
his house.
Smith said they spray
paint certain parts of the
car green, so students know
not to damage them.
They are the necessary
pieces for moving the car
later, such as the tires and
gearshift.
Last year students got to
beat up a limo and someone broke off the gearshift.
Smith said it was difficult
to climb through the car
and the broken pieces to
manually jimmy the gearshift so they could move it
from the field.
Tessa Wooten can be
reached at wooten49@live.
marshall.edu.

Bombs

Continued from Page 1
Footage on Syrian television showed a devastating
tableau in Aleppo: Four- and
five-story buildings with
their facades blown off,
bodies laid out on rubblestrewn streets, and dazed
and bloodied survivors wandering amid the ruins as the
dead and living were plucked
from piles of debris.
Activists opposed to President Bashar Assad reported
that a site described as a
military officers club - possible target of the attacks - was
among the buildings destroyed.
The explosions occurred
in a government-controlled
section of the divided city,
roughly split in half between
opposition forces and the
Syrian military.
By night, hours after the
explosions, no group had
claimed responsibility.
“We have become accustomed to these bombings
and there are only two sides
that have the ability to do
these kinds of operations;
either the regime or Jubhat
al Nusra,” an activist who
goes by Abo Adel said, referring to an al-Qaida-affiliated
group that has taken root in
the Syrian conflict in recent
months. “They are the only
ones who have expertise in
this area.”
Syrian state television
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At least 33 people have been killed and dozens wounded by five bomb explosions in the centre of Aleppo,
Syria, October 3, 2012. Four of the blasts happened in the city’s Saadallah al-Jabari Square, near a military
officers’ club and a hotel. Government forces have been fighting rebels for weeks for control of Aleppo.
blamed the explosions on
“terrorists,” the government
designation for armed rebels.
Attackers also launched
mortar rounds into the
square, the official news service said. The three suicide
car bombers were disguised
in Syrian army uniforms and
“equipped with explosive
belts,” the government news
service said.
Syrian insurgents, outgunned
by better-armed government
forces, regularly deploy car
bombs - sometimes with suicide drivers - and homemade
roadside explosives in their

fight to oust Assad.
The government has attacked with tanks, helicopter
gunships and jet fighters.
The site of Wednesday’s
blast is both a strategic and
symbolic square, an area
that rebel forces have had
their sights on since clashes
began in Aleppo.
Insurgents and the Syrian
military have been engaged
in urban combat for more
than two months in a bruising battle for control of
Syria’s most populous city
and its commercial hub. Opposition forces declared a
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“decisive” new offensive last
week aimed at taking full
control of Aleppo.
Long spared the worst
of Syria’s fighting, Aleppo
has recently mutated into a
treacherous theater of war
where hidden snipers lurk in
buildings, armed men roam
the streets and bombs and
artillery shells drop from the
sky. Many districts have suffered extensive damage.
Aleppo has long been a
bastion of support for Assad.
Many residents are hostile
to the rebel forces, who hail
mostly from outside the city.
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Program sends West Virginia veterans to Washington
By MARCUS CONSTANTINO

THE PARTHENON
WASHINGTON – Vietnam veteran Ernie
Baker searched the tens of thousands of
names at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial
Wall on Wednesday in Washington. With the
help of an attendant, he walked to a column
of names, scanned his eyes down and slowly
moved his finger to the name of his former
neighbor in Raysel, W.Va.
“There he is,” Baker said frankly, looking back at his brother, Johnny, and pointing
at the name “GRAT ALBERT KEENE” engraved into the cold slate.
The memorials bring back harsh realities
to the soldiers who served in those conflicts, but they also pay homage to those who
served their country.
The Denver Foundation’s “Always Free
Honor Flight” program hopes to give all
West Virginia veterans the chance to experience the emotions of walking through their
own war memorial.
The foundation’s second honor flight departed from Princeton early Wednesday
morning with 29 veterans; six from World
War II, five from the Korean War and 18 from
the Vietnam War.
“There is something about hanging with heroes – true, American heroes – for a day,” said
Dreama Denver, president of the Denver Foundation. “This is about as good as it gets.”
Denver and Pam Coulbourne organized the
24-hour-long bus trip, which took veterans
to the U.S. Capitol, and the World War II, Korean War and Vietnam War memorials free of
charge.
Veterans received a tour of the Capitol
building, followed by a meeting with Sen. Joe
Manchin III (D-W.Va.) via videoconference,
and representatives for Sen. Jay Rockefeller
(D-W.Va.) and congresswoman Shelley Moore
Capito (R-W.Va.).
Manchin thanked the veterans for their
service and read an excerpt from an entry
he wrote for the Congressional Record about
the group of West Virginia veterans, addressed to the President.
“They all served this great country – some
abroad, some stateside; some as corporal,
some as captain…” Manchin wrote to President Barack Obama in the document. “But
no matter what the war, no matter the rank,

no matter the duty, every one of them answered the call of this country.”
At the age of 87, Gale Brown, of Belva,
W.Va., was one of the oldest veterans on
the honor flight. He stood in attention and
saluted the American flag as “Taps” was
played in the World War II memorial.
“That area where all the stars are, that’s
indicating all the heroes,” Brown said, pointing at a wall with 4,048 gold stars over a
reflecting pool, each representing 100 American fatalities in the war.
“We weren’t heroes; we came back. Heroes
didn’t,” Brown paused. “We know that.”
Brown’s oldest son, Walt Brown, a 1998
graduate of Marshall University’s medical school, chaperoned his father around
the war memorials. He smiled as his father
shared stories with other veterans.
“You can tell it brings back some memories and sparks some stories from him,”
Walt Brown laughed. “He’s having a good
time”
Charles E. Byrd, 87, of Lizemores, W.Va.,
saw the World War II memorial for the first
time in his life on the honor flight bus trip.

He snapped photos from his wheelchair with
a film camera as a Mercer County JROTC
student escorted him around.
“It gives you chill bumps,” Byrd said of the
memorial. “It kindly breaks you a little bit
because it brings back your memory when
you read what you see here.
“It means something,” Byrd said. “I think
they’re proud of the armed forces to spend
this kind of money on this.”
Steven Harris, 62, of Ronceverte, W.Va., received two bronze stars during his service in
Vietnam. The Bronze Star, the fourth-highest
ranking United States military decoration, is
awarded to recognize the courageous actions
of troops.
Until recently, he kept his high honors a
secret because, like many other returning
Vietnam veterans, he faced criticism and
ridicule in the United States.
“Up until probably eight years ago, I didn’t
want anybody to know I was a veteran,”
Harris said. “I didn’t want to be put down, I
guess. Even some of my high school buddies
didn’t want anything to do with me because I
was a Vietnam veteran and I don’t know why.
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So my way to deal with it was not letting anyone know I was a veteran.”
Harris said he visited the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall four years ago. He said
the experience brought back a lot of memories and hurt, but also helped him close some
chapters in his life.
He wanted to go on the honor flight to
see the other war memorials, meet veterans from other wars and feel better about
his selfless service he denied for more than
three decades.
“It’s a way for me to know that my country
does care for me,” Harris said. “Hearing Mr.
Manchin there, and Mr. Rahall’s letter, it tells
me that there’s people out there that care.”
Stanley Bompus, 65, of Huntington, served
state-side during the Vietnam War. He said
he was taken aghast by the names on the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall.
“To me, it was kind of disheartening,”
Bompus said. “When you see the names, you
know that was somebody just like me and
you. It was a person. Every name is somebody, and it’s kind of overwhelming.”
Bompus explained that seeing the names of
people he knew took a toll on him emotionally.
“It gets to be kind of overwhelming man… I
just, I didn’t look for any more,” Bompus said.
The Always Free Honor Flight is funded by
donations to the Denver Foundation. Denver
said a lack of community support nearly forced
the cancellation of the trip, but a last-minute
donation kept the honor flight on track.
“We are the only honor flight in West Virginia,” Denver said. “We serve everyone in
West Virginia, so we need folks in West Virginia to donate.”
Denver plans to offer two honor flights per
year. West Virginia veterans can reserve a
seat by calling Coulbourne at (304) 320-6032.
Seats are given on a first-come, first-served
basis, with priority given to World War II and
Korean War veterans.
“They tell me it is one of the best days
in their lives to be able to come, hang
out with other veterans, get to know each
other, share their stories (and) see their
memorials,” Denver said. “It is truly the
best day of their life and the best day of all
our lives.”
Marcus Constantino can be contacted at
constantino2@marshall.edu.

